Two Sermons on the Last Judgment
by St. Vincent Ferrer (1350 — 1419)

Second Sunday of Advent

Luke 21:25-28: “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the
earth distress of nations, by reason of the confusion of the roaring of the sea and of the waves; Men
withering away for fear, and expectation of what shall come upon the whole world. For the powers of
heaven shall be moved; And then they shall see the Son of man coming in a cloud, with great power and
majesty. But when these things begin to come to pass, look up, and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is at hand.”

Our sermon will be on today's gospel, which consists entirely in the doctrine and instruction of Jesus
Christ Himself. In this gospel He warns us of the great evils and tribulations which are to come at the end
of the world, and tells us of the signs which will precede His coming in judgment. This subject will, |
think, be of service to us. Let us begin with the Hail Mary.

There will be signs in the sun and in the moon and in the stars." By study of Holy Scripture and by factual
experience we know that when any great and heavy affliction is about to come on the world, often
some warning sign is shown in the sky or in the upper air. And this happens by the mercy of God, so that
people forewarned of impending tribulation by means of these signs, through prayer and good works,
may obtain in the tribunal of mercy a reversal of the sentence passed against them by God the judge in
the heavenly courts; or at least by penance and amendment of life, may prepare themselves against the
impending affliction.

So, before the coming of any great mortality, phantom battles are seen in the sky; before famine there
are earthquakes; and before a country is laid waste dreadful portents are seen. We are told of the
terrible signs shown to the Jews for a length of time before the destruction of Jerusalem under
Antiochus. "And it came to pass that through the whole city of Jerusalem for the space of forty days
there were seen horsemen running in the air, in gilded raiment armed with spears like bands of soldiers.
And horses set in ranks, running one against another, with the shakings of shields, and a multitude of
men in helmets, with drawn swords, and casting of darts, and glittering of golden armor, and of harness
of all sorts," (2 Macc 5:2,3). After this, Antiochus plundered the temple and slew the Jews. Therefore we
read in Exodus: "And shall multiply signs and wonders in the land of Egypt," (Ex 7:3).

Now among all afflictions, three of the greatest and most terrible are shortly to come upon mankind:
first, the affliction of Antichrist, a man but a diabolical one; second, the destruction by fire of the
terrestrial world; third, the universal judgment. And with these tribulations the world will come to an
end. Therefore, according to the rule of divine Providence, as set out above, before these three, there
will be warning signs in the heavens, in the sun and in the moon and in the stars, as is set out in our text.



The first affliction to come on the world in a short space of time is the advent of Antichrist, a diabolical
man, who will bring distress on the whole world as is implied in today's gospel where it is said: "And
upon the earth distress of nations, by reason of the confusion of the roaring of the sea and of the
waves."

In my text there are four clauses in which we are warned of the four ways in which Antichrist will
deceive Christians. The first clause is this: "There will be sign, in the sun." You must know that in Holy
Scripture Christ is called the Sun, and this is because, by the evidence of your own eyes, the sun is
among the most beautiful of the creatures made by God. Taking the word etymologically, we have: S-O-
L (Super Omnia Lucens), "Shining above all things." In the same way, Christ is more beautiful than all the
saints, and shines above them all in the brightness of glory, not only inasmuch as He is God, but also as
man. And as all the stars receive their light from the sun, who depends on nothing for its own
brightness, so all the saints receive from Christ the brightness of glory, strength, sanctity, wisdom,
understanding and influence. This is the reason why Christ is called the Sun, and under the same name
of "Sun" God the Father sent Him into the world, saying: "But unto you who fear my name the Sun of
justice shall arise" (Mal 4:2). This is not said of the natural sun. For the Church says in praise of the Virgin
Mary: "For thou art happy, holy Virgin Mary, and most worthy of all praise, for out of thee has arisen the
Sun of Justice, Christ, Our Lord."

The first clause tells us that there will be signs in the sun in the time of Antichrist; that is, there will be
signs in Christ, and the precise sign is given by Saint Matthew saying: "The sun will not give its light."
Such darkening does not happen with regard to the sun itself, for it is not in the nature of the sun to be
darkened in itself. But by the interposition of clouds and vapor between the sun, and the earth the sun
appears to be obscured. In the same way, in the time of Antichrist, the Sun of justice will be obscured by
the interposition of temporal goods and the wealth which Antichrist will bestow on the world, inasmuch
as the brightness of faith in Jesus Christ and the glow of good lives will no longer shine among Christians.
For, lest they should lose their dominion, temporal rulers, kings and princes will range themselves on the
side of Antichrist. In like manner, prelates for fear of losing their dignities, and religious and priests to
gain honors and riches, will forsake the Faith of Christ and adhere to Antichrist. Now he will be a
veritable man, but so proud that, not only will he desire to have universal dominion in the whole world,
but will even demand to be called a god, and will insist on receiving divine worship. This we may gather
from the second Epistle of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians (2:3): "For unless there come a revolt first,
and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposeth and is lifted up above all that is called
God or that is worshipped, so that he sitteth in the temple of God, spewing himself as if he were a god."

This will come about because Antichrist by the ministry of demons will possess all the gold and silver of
the earth and seas, and pearls and all the precious stones that are in the world. As we read in Daniel
(11:43) : "And he shall have power over the treasures of gold and silver and all the precious stones of
Egypt." With this wealth he will gather together in arms all the nations of the world, to fight against
those who oppose him. As we read in the Apocalypse (20:7) : "He shall go forth and seduce the nations
which are over the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog; and shall gather there together to battle
the number of whom is as the sand of the sea."



Observe that he will seduce the peoples, that is, with gold and silver and honors; Gog which signifies
"hidden," and Magog which signifies "that which is disclosed," because both hidden and open evil are on
his side. Then temporal lords and ecclesiastical prelates, for fear of losing power or position, will be on
his side, since there will exist neither king nor prelate unless he wills it. For the same reason, religious,
priests and laity will also uphold him. "There will indeed be signs in the Sun of justice, for then it will be
obscured in the hearts of Christians, since from those hearts it will not give forth the light of Faith; all
preaching of a better life will cease, owing to the interposition of the vapor and clouds of temporal
goods. As we are told in Daniel (11.39) : "He will multiply glory and will give them power in many things
and divide up the earth at his pleasure."

| am asked why God permits this error among Christians, since He is God and the strongest cannot stand
against Him? | answer by a dictum of theology taken from the Book of Wisdom (11:17) : "By what things
a man sinneth, by the same also is he tormented." How do the peoples of the world sin against God
today? They sin in order to gain honors, dignities and riches. Therefore, by honors, riches and dignities,
God permits that Antichrist shall deceive them. If therefore you do not wish to be deceived, now with all
your hearts contemn and despise all earthly goods, and long for those of heaven, considering that the
goods of this world are transitory and empty, while heavenly and celestial goods are eternal. In this way
you will be strong. Saint John gives this counsel: "Love not the world nor the things that are in the world.
If any man loves the world the charity of the Father is not in him. And the world passeth and the
concupiscence thereof" (1 Jn 2:15-17).

The second clause says that there will be signs in the moon. You must understand that in the Holy
Scriptures the moon signifies our holy Mother the Universal Church, which implies the world-wide union
of Christians; for when men speak of the Church, they do not speak of the material building, or the stone
and the walls which compose it, but of that gathering of the faithful under one Head, which is the
Church in reality. The Church is signified by the moon and its five phases: first there is the new moon,
then the waxing moon, next the full moon, to be followed by the waning moon, and lastly the old moon.

The Church passes through these phases. The new moon signifies the Church of Christ in His own time;
and as the new moon when first seen is like a bow-shaped thread with two horns following the sun, so
the Church in the time of Christ had at first only two horns: Andrew and Peter who followed Christ. The
waxing moon typifies the twelve Apostles, then the seventy-two disciples, then the three thousand
converted by Peter on the day of Pentecost and so on. The full moon typifies the acceptance of the
Gospel of Christ in every part of the world, in every kingdom and province. David says (Ps: 18.5) : "In the
whole world their sound is gone forth, and their words to the ends of the earth."

The waning moon typifies the inability of men to preserve what the Apostles had acquired. In the first
place, the Church was lessened by the loss of the whole of India, by means of him they called John the
Presbyter; the second, Assyria by means of one of their tyrants; the third, Africa by means of Mahomet;
the fourth, the Greeks under their Emperor Constantine; the fifth, the Armenians with their king; the
sixth, the Georgians with a certain pseudo-prophet; the seventh, the bad example of the Christians led
by a certain heresiarch [Probably the Waldenses whom Vincent evangelized in the Alpine countries. We



do not know the name of the individual heresiarch]; the eighth, the Italians with Bartholomew of Bari;
the ninth, the French with Peter of Candia.

The old moon, because the horns are reversed, typifies that the Church is no longer in the state in which
Christ founded it. Christ founded the Church in great lowliness and poverty; now all this is turned round
to pride, pomp and vanity, as may be easily seen in every rank of the Church. Mercy and liberality are
changed into simony, usury and rapine; chastity becomes licentiousness, uncleanness and corruption;
the brightness of virtue is changed into envy and malignity; temperance has become gluttony and
voracity; patience has given place to anger, war and divisions among the peoples; diligence is
superseded by negligence. Nothing is now left to make matters worse but an eclipse which is caused by
the interposition of the earth between the sun and moon such as only occurs at full moon. As Isaiah says
in 59:2: "Your sins have put a division between us." In the time of Antichrist, the Church, typified by the
moon, will be eclipsed; because then she will not give her light, since Christians will no longer work
miracles by reason of their sanctity; but Antichrist and his followers will work miracles, not true
miracles, but false ones having the appearance of true miracles, in order that they may deceive the
people. As Saint John says in the Apocalypse (13:13) : "And he did great signs, so that he made also fire
to come down from heaven unto the earth in the sight of men," that is, balls of fire, such as it is within
the power of the devil to send down, if God should permit this and does not prevent him; as we read in
Job (1:16) : "And while he was yet speaking another came and said: A fire of God fell from heaven and
striking the sheep and the servants hath consumed them." O! The wonder of the people, this will be the
downfall of many.

You must know that Antichrist will perform other prodigies by the power of demons, and these will be
true miracles according to the nature of things in themselves, but false in regard to the definition of
miracle (i.e. by the power of God). For he will cause both images and babes of a month old to speak. The
followers of Antichrist will question these statues or babies, and they will make answer concerning this
lord who has come in the latter times, affirming that he is the savior. The devil will move their lips and
form the words they utter when they declare Antichrist to be the true savior of the world; and in this
way he will cause the destruction of many souls.

And the Church, typified by the moon, will perform no miracles.

Some say that such phenomena are not real miracles in the sense that raising the dead to life is a real
miracle. | can give concrete examples of the dead being apparently raised to life, but such are only
phantoms. For instance, in the same way as Christians raise dead people in the Name of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, so your dead father or mother may appear to speak to you; but in these latter times Christians
will not be able to work similar miracles. Christ has warned us of these false miracles and signs, saying:
"There will arise false christs and false prophets." That is to say, the sons of Christians who have already
made shipwreck of their faith owing to the gifts of Antichrist. As Saint Matthew says (24:24) : "And they
will show great signs and wonders in so much to deceive, if possible, even the elect. Behold | have told
you beforehand."



Suppose someone should ask: Why does Christ permit these works of destruction of Christianity by the
devil? | answer according to the rule of Theology: "By what things a man sinneth, by the same also is he
tormented." Since the people of the world sin against God by having recourse to the works of the devil,
such as divination and fortune telling in their necessities—for instance, in order to find things they have
lost, or to obtain health or children, instead of laying their needs before the omnipotent God—therefore
God permits them to be deceived by the works of the demons.

If you do not wish to be deceived, then place the whole of your faith and confidence in the name of
Jesus Christ., and refuse to acknowledge any miracle unless it is worked in that same name; and so you
will be strong against seduction. David says (Ps 39:5) : "Blessed is the man whose hope is in the name of
the Lord; and who hath not regard to vanities and lying follies." The name of the Lord is Jesus. "And thou
shalt call His name Jesus," (Lk 2:21). If you should receive any wound or hurt you should sign it devoutly
with the Sign of the Cross.

Antichrist arrogates to himself every other name of Christ, but as many of the saints tell us, he flies from
the name of Jesus. Therefore, for that reason, the name of Jesus should receive the greatest respect
from all Christians. Moreover, all the names of God, according to Saint Thomas Aquinas, should be
honored in a sevenfold manner. Because the name of God is great it is to be feared; because it is holy it
should be venerated; because it is sweet it should be savored in meditation; it is strong to save; rich in
mercy; efficacious in impetration; and hidden in order to be discovered and known. He says also that the
name of the Son of God is also the name of the father in a threefold way: for by it he is honored,
invoked and manifested. He also says that in all the names given is also signified the name of Jesus,
which is the sign of salvation, and therefore exceedingly to be honored.

The third clause says that there will be signs in the stars. In the Sacred Scriptures "star" signifies "light-
giving"; and so it is the appellation of Masters, Doctors, and Licentiates in Theology. This signification is
found in Daniel (12:3) : "And they that are learned shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and
they that instruct many to justice, as stars for all eternity." In these stars, that is learned men, there will
be signs in the time of Antichrist; because, as Christ says in the Gospel of Saint Matthew (24:29) : "Stars
shall fall from heaven"; and this is the third combat waged by Antichrist, that of disputation. Then stars,
that is the learned, shall fall from heaven, that is, from the truth of the Catholic Faith. The disputations
of Antichrist with the learned will be based entirely on the text of the Old Testament, and these doctors,
so far from being able to answer him, will not even be able to speak. Then the stars, the masters, will fall
from heaven, that is from the heights of the Faith. For, according to Daniel (11.36) : "And the king,
Antichrist, will do all according to his will and will lift up and magnify all against God, and against the
God of gods he will speak great things;" that is, the matter of his blasphemies will be insoluble so far as
men are concerned.

You may ask again why Christ allows this, that those who defend the Faith should fail so utterly? |
answer that Christ allows this for two reasons: first, according to the rule of theology: "By what things a
man sinneth, by the same is he tormented;" and this follows from the fact that masters and teachers no
longer care for study of the Bible, but prefer the study of the poets and other profane works.



The second reason why Christ permits this, is because of the scandalous and wicked lives and the many
sins of learned. men; for in the case of many of them, the greater their knowledge the greater also is
their sin and the worse their consciences; for they are proud, puffed-up, wine- bibbers and the rest. He
who can bind a lioness can easily bind a sheep; if therefore the devil can hold in chains the minds of the
learned by reason of their evil lives, how much easier is it for him to bind the sheep that is their
tongues—so that they cannot speak. The ignorant are in much better case, for knowledge puffeth up, if
therefore you wish to be strong, embrace the counsel of the Apostle Paul (1 Cor 2:5) : "That your faith
might not stand on the wisdom of men but on the power of God." Reasoning and disputation are good
for strengthening the intellect, but not for fortifying belief, since faith must be held from the motive of
obedience, because Christ Himself has commanded us, announcing the gospel which the Apostles
preached and Holy Mother Church has ordained. Therefore, O Lord, | believe.

The fourth clause tells us: "And on earth distress of nations by reason of the confusion of the roaring of
the sea and of the waves." Behold these are the tortures which Antichrist will inflict, and on the earth
distress of nations by reason of the confusion of the roaring of the sea and of the waves. That is the
preparations for battle, the sanding of the arena before the combat, which will be the work of the lords
who are already on the side of Antichrist; because then no one will dare to name Christ nor the Virgin
Mary under pain of death; and the waves are those of torments which have never in the past been so
dreadful as those which will be inflicted by Antichrist. In Saint Matthew, Christ warns us (24:21): "For
there shall then be great tribulation such as hath not been from the beginning of the world until now,
neither shall be. And unless those days had been shortened, no flesh should be saved; but for the sake
of the elect those days shall be shortened." We read in the Apocalypse (17:10): "And when he shall
come he must remain a short time," The Doctors in general say that Antichrist will reign for three and a
half years only; which is the measure of a thousand and two hundred days and ninety days; "and from
the time when the continual sacrifice shall be taken away and the abomination unto desolation shall be
set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days" (Daniel: 12:11).

If | am asked why Christ permits the Christians to be so terribly persecuted, | answer : "By what things a
man sinneth, by the same also is he tormented." Because now, at the present time, people are
offending God by wars, divisions and false flattery, by feuds and duels, so Christ permits them to be torn
in pieces and slain by Antichrist. If therefore, you do not wish to be slain and destroyed, be at peace and
concord now with everyone, according to the counsel of the Apostle: "Have peace with all men; revenge
not yourselves, my dearly beloved; but give place to wrath, for it is written : "Revenge is mine, | will
repay, saith the Lord" " (Rom 12:18).

The second evil or retribution will be the conflagration of the earthly world which is mentioned in the
second part of the gospel of this Sunday: "Men withering away for fear and expectation of what is to
come on the whole world; for the powers of heaven will be moved."

After Antichrist has been slain by lightning on Mount Olivet and his death has been made widely known
through out the world, our earth will exist for forty-five more days; | do not say years, but days. This is
clearly to be seen in Daniel (12:11) : "And from the time when the continual sacrifice shall be taken away



and the abomination of desolation shall be set up, there shall be one thousand, two hundred and ninety
days. Blessed is he that waiteth and cometh unto the one thousand, three hundred and thirty-five days."

The Doctors say that these forty-five days will be given by God for the conversion of those who have
been seduced by Antichrist, but Antichrist will have left behind him so great riches and pleasure that
hardly any of the nations will be converted to the Faith of Christ. For there is no savior but Christ, and
yet they will not be converted.

Then in the four parts of the earth, east, and west, and north, and south, fire will blaze forth by thee
divine power, and as it presses forward, the whole world in succession will be set on fire until nothing of
the other three elements will remain. Then, when men are made aware of the tumult and the fire and
see the lightnings bursting forth from it, they will wither away for fear of the fire, and expectation of
eternal damnation. The Apostle Paul, in the epistle to the Hebrews (10:27) says of this: "But a certain
dreadful expectation of the judgment and the rage of a fire shall consume the adversaries."

"For the powers of heaven shall be moved." This is said to imply that the fire has no natural cause, as
some people erroneously imagine, for they say that for forty years before the consummation of the
world it will not rain. This fire, however, comes from the rigor of divine justice and acts through the
ministry of angels, as it is shown in the saying: "For the powers of heaven shall be moved." This fire
comes down, likewise, for the purification of the other three elements—earth, air and water—which
have been infected and corrupted by the sins of men. Concerning this, David says (Ps 96:3): "A fire shall
go before him and shall burn his enemies round about. His lightnings have shone forth to the world; the
earth saw and trembled. The mountains melted like wax at the presence of the Lord; at the presence of
the Lord of all the earth."

You understand how sinners are the enemies of Christ; but why do they say, "and shall burn his enemies
round about," when the good as well as the bad will be destroyed by the fire? The good and the friends
of God will die in the fire it is true, but they will die without pain or suffering; but the wicked and God's
enemies will die in the greatest pain and torment. Therefore, the enemies of God are named.

Saint Thomas Aquinas speaks beautifully of this when he says that this last fire, inasmuch as it precedes
the Judgment, will act as an instrument of God's justice. It will also act like natural fire, inasmuch as, in
its natural power, it will burn both wicked and good and reduce every human body to ashes. Inasmuch
as it acts as an instrument of God's justice, it will act in different ways with regard to different people.
For the wicked will suffer intensely through the action of the fire, but the good in whom nothing is found
which must be purged away will feel no pain from the fire, just as the three children felt nothing in the
fiery furnace, although the bodies of these others will not be preserved as were those of the three
children. And this will come to pass by the divine power, that without pain or suffering their bodies will
be resolved into ashes.

But the good in whom there is some stain to be purged away will feel the pain of this fire, more or less
according to the merits of each. But they will be swiftly purged for three reasons. The first reason is that
in them little evil is found, for they have been already in great measure purged by the preceding
tribulations and persecutions. The second is that the living will voluntarily endure the pain; and suffering
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willingly endured in this life remits much more quickly than suffering inflicted after death. This is seen in
the case of the martyrs, for if, when they came to die, anything worthy of purgation was found, it was
cut away by the pruning knife of their sufferings. And the sufferings of the martyrs were short in
comparison with the pains of purgatory. The third reason is that the heat of the fire gains in intensity
what it loses through the shortness of the time. But in so far as the fire is active after the judgment, its
power only extends over the damned, since all the bodies of the just will be impassible.

"This is a serious thought for those who will not do penance. In that last day, how greatly the temporal
lords and prelates of the Church will desire to do penance when they see the fire. But then such
repentance will avail them nothing, because they are acting not from charity, but from servile fear.
Therefore, do penance now, forgive injuries, make restitution of any ill-gotten goods, live up to and
confess your religion; and let priests obtain breviaries. If it were certain that in a short time this town
was going to be destroyed by fire, would you not exchange all your immovable goods for something that
you could take away with you? So it is with the world, which in a short while is to be destroyed by fire.
Therefore place your hearts in heaven, and your lips by speaking with reverence of God, and your works
by doing good. This is Christ's counsel, saying: "Lay not up to yourselves treasures on earth where the
rust and moth devour and thieves break in and steal." Notice the word "rust," which is Antichrist, and
"moth," which is fire, for these will devour all.

The third evil will be the tribulation of the universal Judgment which is mentioned in the third part of
this gospel. "Then shall they see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and majesty."
After the destruction of the world by fire, Christ the Lord Judge, with the Virgin Mary and all the saints,
will come to the judgment seated on a throne in the air. And the Archangel Michael will cry with a loud
voice, saying: "Arise, ye dead, and come to judgment."

Then suddenly, by the divine power, all the dead, both good and wicked, will arise, children will rise with
grown people and all will be gathered to the judgment. Even those who died in their mother's womb will
be there, as Saint Thomas teaches, to accuse those through whose fault they died without Baptism. And
the age at which all will rise will be thirty years.

Christ Himself says concerning the General Judgment: "When the Son of Man shall come in His majesty,
and all the angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the seat of His Majesty. And all the nations shall be
gathered together before Him; and He shall separate them one from another as the shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats; and He shall set the sheep on His right hand and the goats on His left" (Mt
25:31-33). And the creed of Saint Athanasius: "At Whose coming all men must rise with their own
bodies; and it will be rendered to every man according to his own deeds; those who have performed
good works will go into eternal life, and those who have done evil into eternal fire."

The sheep are the good and the goats are the wicked. Christ will say to the sheep on His right hand:
"Come, ye blessed of My Father, possess ye the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world." To the goats on His left He will say: "Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire which was
prepared for the devil and his angels."



The wicked will go into eternal punishment, the just into eternal life. But for the rest, no one will dwell
in this world, because those things which are transitory and finite have passed away in their finite
condition; movement has passed away.

Therefore, the Church in the person of every Christian makes petition in the Office for the Dead: "Deliver
me, O Lord, from everlasting death, in that tremendous day when the heavens and the earth are moved,
when Thou shalt come to judge the world by fire."

On the Last Judgment, Sheep, and Goats

Matthew 25:32-36: “And all nations shall be gathered together before him, and he shall separate them
one from another, as the shepherd separateth the sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on
his right hand, but the goats on his left. Then shall the king say to them that shall be on his right hand:
Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess you the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world. For | was hungry, and you gave me to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave me to drink; | was a
stranger, and you took me in: Naked, and you covered me: sick, and you visited me: | was in prison, and
you came to me.”

And he shall set the sheep on his right hand Mt 25:33

For the explanation of this text, approaching the material to be preached, you should know, that Christ
speaking of his coming for judgment said, "And when the Son of Man shall come in his majesty, and all
the angels with him, then shall he sit upon the seat of his majesty. And all nations shall be gathered
together before him, and he shall separate them one from another, as the shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left." (Mt 25:31-
33). Note, "in majesty," for in his first coming, to accomplish the redemption, he did not come in
majesty, but in humility and poverty. But in the second coming when he will come for rendering
repayment, he will not come in humility and poverty but in such majesty and power that the whole
world will tremble.

You know how? Note by a comparison to a tree with birds, many birds singing and flitting about
[saltantes]. But when the falcon comes, they tremble and are frightened. So this world is like the tree
bearing wicked fruits, of vanities, of pomp and delights, and some wish to fill their lap or stuff their
mouth, and some search everywhere for these mundane things. In this tree all creatures, like the birds,
are playing, like the Sun, and Moon and Planets; their motions and eclipses, etc. Also the elements.
Sometimes the earth produces herbs, plants, flowers and fruits, and at another time lets them all go, in
autumn. Water sometimes flows etc, sometimes not. The same of air. So now the birds in truth sing [in
vere cantant], and mate [faciunt matrimonium], for each wants his own, so that all creatures seem to
be playing. But when the falcon comes and circles, the great eagle, the Lord Jesus Christ, the whole
world shall fear. For the Sun shall stand still in the East, and the Moon in the West, so that they will not
move themselves, nor also the stars, and all the mountains will melt etc. For this reason the church in
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the person of an individual Christian prays, "Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal death,"(from the Requiem
Mass). If therefore the heaven and earth and other sinless creatures which have never violated the
precept of God should fear, what shall you do, who sin often, how many oaths, how many corrupt deeds
have you done etc. Then the sinners would prefer to be in hell than to face the angry judge. So Job says
in the person of the sinner, "Who will grant me this, that you may protect me in hell, and hide me till
your wrath passes," (Job 14:13). Then they shall say "to the mountains and the rocks: Fall upon us, and
hide us from the face of him who sits upon the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb," (Rev 6:16).

But those of good life, who in this world lived according to divine commands, and not according to their
own inclinations, then they shall not fear, but they shall rejoice saying, "Lord | have desired this day; |
now shall be glorified in body and soul," and so they say, "Glory to thee O Lord," etc., therefore Christ
said, "But when these things begin to come to pass, look up, and lift up your heads," Gloss: rejoice in
your hearts, "because your redemption is at hand," (Lk 21:28).

Second, he says, "then shall he sit upon the seat of his majesty," (Mt 25:31), because a judge passes
sentence sitting. So he, as the universal judge of all shall sit in judgment, not on the earth, but in the air,
so he may be seen by all. The wicked shall see his humanity, the good, however, the humanity and
divinity. And the Virgin Mary shall sit with him, and the apostles, and all those who held to the apostolic
life. Authority: "Behold we have left all things, and have followed thee: what therefore shall we have?
And Jesus said to them: Amen, | say to you, that you, who have followed me, in the regeneration, when
the Son of man shall sit on the seat of his majesty, you also shall sit on twelve seats judging the twelve
tribes of Israel," (Mt 19:27-28). O how much should we strive to obtain this honor. Also, "all nations
shall be gathered together before him, and he shall separate them one from another, as the shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his
left," (vv 32-33). Thus the theme [text] is clear.

And | am in the moral material, therefore on that day only the sheep shall be on his right hand, when he
says, "And he shall set," etc. Therefore, on that day it will be better to be a sheep of Jesus Christ that to
have been a pope, or king, or emperor. Now, | see in sacred scripture that a man becomes and is
revealed to be a sheep of Jesus Christ from five virtues, even if he had been the devil's goat before,
namely by:

Simple innocence,
Ample mercy,
Steadfast patience,
True obedience,
Worthy penance.

Simple Innocence

First, the first virtue is when a man lives simply, nor hurts anyone in his heart, by hating, nor by
defaming in speech, nor striking with hands, nor by stealing, and so such a life is called simple
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innocence, which makes a man a sheep of Christ. Reason: For just as a sheep does not strike with horns
like a bull, nor bite with its teeth like a wolf, nor strike with hooves like a horse, but lives simply, so also
if you wish to be a sheep of Christ, you should strike no one with horns of knowledge or of power, for
lawyers strike by the horns of knowledge, jurists, advocates, or men who have great knowledge.
Merchants too, by deceiving others. Lords and bullies strike with the horns of power, plundering or
injuring, and extorting, using calumnies and threats, and the like. Listen to what the Lord says by the
mouth of David, "And | will break all the horns of sinners: but the horns of the just shall be exalted," (Ps
74:11).

Also you should not bite with teeth as wolves do. By defaming you bite the reputation of your neighbor,
by saying such and such happened. To defame someone is nothing else but to bite. Therefore,
defamers are not the sheep of Christ, but wolves of hell. So the Apostle [Paul], "For all the law is fulfilled
in one word: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. But if you bite and devour one another; take heed
you be not consumed one of another," (Gal 5:14-15). Note the difference between biting and
devouring, because to bite is to take a chunk, to devour is to swallow it all. They bite, who on one hand
praise a man or woman, and on the other defame them by saying: "Do you know something. O, heis a
good man and a good woman, but he has this defect." See, a bite out of his reputation. They devour
when they say nothing good praising someone, but only the bad. See why the Apostle says, "If you
bite..."

Also, you should not kick with your feet like horses. For they kick with their feet when they despise
someone. Therefore children, do not hate your parents; nor parents, children; nor young people, old
folks; nor the healthy, the sick; nor rich, the poor; nor masters, their servants; nor prelates, their clergy;
and vice versa, but like sheep, everyone should bear themselves innocently toward all. So Christ said,
"See that you despise not one of these little ones," (Mt 18:10). It is clear, then what is simple
innocence. Innocent, as if not-harming.[non nocens], for such shall be the sheep of Jesus Christ, and
they shall be on his right hand with the angels of God.

Note here the story of David who although he had been the most holy, nevertheless sinned in counting
the people, on account of which God sent a plague on the people, so that in three days seventy
thousand men had died, twenty years old and up, besides the women and children, who were about the
same number. David seeing the people dying, in whom he was punished, was more willing to die
himself said, "It is I; | am he who has sinned, | have done wickedly: these that are the sheep, what have
they done? let your hand, | beg you, be turned against me, and against my father's house," (2Kg 24:17).
Behold, here is simple innocence!

Ample Mercy

The second virtue, ample mercy, is when goods, both temporal and spiritual given to you by God, are
given out and distributed to the needy. This is how one becomes a sheep of Christ. Reason: Because
among all the animals a sheep is the most beneficial of animals. For the sheep by growing wool, shows
us mercy and benefits of mercy, because how many poor people does a sheep clothe? For none of us
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would have been clothed in wool unless the sheep had given it to us. Also it gives us milk, and lambs to
eat, etc. Therefore if you wish to be likened to it, you shall be the sheep of Christ, by giving wool, i.e.
external and temporal goods, bread and wine, money and clothes and the like. If you have poor in your
town or village, give them this "wool." Second, by giving "milk," that is, interior and spiritual goods, by
giving good teaching to the ignorant, as | am giving to you now. If you have the milk of knowledge, of
devotion, or of eloquence, you should give to those not having them. Remember the story of the
gospel, for he says, "For | was hungry, and you gave me to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave me to drink;
...Naked, and you covered me," (Mt 25:35-36). Note also in the legend of St. Martin we read that once,
on the road, wondering at a sheared sheep, the disciples questioned, "Father, why are you amazed?"
Replying, he said: "This sheep fulfilled the precept of the gospel which says, 'He that hath two coats, let
him give to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do in like manner,"" (Lk 3:11).

Steadfast Patience

The third virtue is steadfast patience, and this when a man suffering from injuries inflicted or spoken to
him does not want to concern himself with taking revenge. Rather he loves everyone in general, and
prays for them all. This virtue makes a man a sheep of Christ. Reason: Because a sheep is a most
patient animal, for if harassed while eating, or if struck, it does not defend itself, but goes elsewhere,
nor does it avenge itself like a dog or a goat would do, but humbly yields. O blessed is the person, man
or woman, who has such patience, and takes no vengeance for injuries, but forgives, as God forgives
him. Therefore the Apostle Paul writes: "If it be possible, as much as is in you, have peace with all men.

Defend not yourselves," the Gloss has "revenge not...," "my dearly beloved; but give place unto wrath,
for it is written: Revenge is mine, | will repay, says the Lord. But if your enemy be hungry, give him to
eat; if he thirst, give him to drink," (Rom 12:18-20), like a sheep. Note: "Revenge is mine." Andso a

man ought not to usurp the rights of God, otherwise etc.

Temporal lords and judges can inflict and ought to inflict juridical vengeance with due process, because
justice is enforced without sin. Also the remission of injuries is meritorious. For the patient ones are
likened to Christ, about which Isaiah 53 said: "He shall be led as a sheep to the slaughter, and shall be
dumb as a lamb before his shearer, and he shall not open his mouth," (v. 7). So the apostle [Peter], "you
should follow his steps. Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. Who, when he was
reviled, did not revile: when he suffered, he threatened not," (1Pt 2:21-23).

True Obedience

The fourth virtue is true obedience, when a man in his life does not do anything neither in thinking, nor
speaking, nor acting according to his own will and inclination but according to the divine will and
ordination, such a one is a sheep of Christ. Reason: For already you see how sheep are obedient to the
shepherd. For a boy or girl with a small staff can easily guide thirty or forty sheep; it is otherwise with
goats or kids, because a shepherd is needed for each one. If therefore on the day of judgment you wish
to be a sheep of Christ, you will be obedient to the shepherd, namely to him who said: "l am the good
shepherd; and | know mine, and mine know me," (Jn 10:14).
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Let us see now, what this shepherd commanded. First that we live humbly. Matthew 11: "learn of me,
because | am meek, and humble of heart," (Mt 11:29). "Be you humbled therefore under the mighty
hand of God," (1 Pt 5:6), namely of your shepherd etc. Whoever therefore wishes to go by the path of
pride, is not a sheep of Christ but a goat of the devil.

Second, that in giving we take the way of mercy and generosity. "Be ye therefore merciful, as your
Father also is merciful," (Lk 6:36). Also by lending, in the same citation,: "Lend, hoping for nothing
thereby: and your reward shall be great, and you shall be the sons of the Highest; for he is kind to the
unthankful, and to the evil," (Lk 6:35). Therefore whoever disobediently goes by the way of avarice by
committing usury, robbery, theft etc, is not a sheep of Christ, but a goat of the devil.

Third, that we walk by the way of cleanness, of chastity etc. Matt. 19: " [There are those ] who have
made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven. He that can take, let him take it." (Mt 19:12).
And 1 Thess 4: "For this is the will of God, your sanctification;...That every one of you should know how
to possess his vessel in sanctification," (vv. 3-4). Whoever therefore goes by the way of uncleanness and
the filthiness of lust and carnality, such is not a sheep of Christ but a goat of the devil, to whom Christ
said, "But you do not believe, because you are not of my sheep. My sheep hear my voice:" obediently,
"...and they follow me. And | give them life everlasting," (Jn 10:26-28).

Worthy Penance

The fifth virtue is worthy penance, for sins committed. Because no one can be exempt from sins. And so
it is said: "For there is no just man upon earth, that does good, and sins not," (Eccl 7:21). Therefore
worthy penance is necessary, by sorrowing for sins and proposing not to relapse, confessing, and making
satisfaction. And in this way penance makes a man a sheep of Christ. Reason: For a sheep and goat
differ. Because a sheep covers its private parts with a tail, but not so a goat. Rather it shows
everything. Now you know who is a sheep and who a goat. All- how many we are — have "private
parts" of sins, which, although they are not now apparent, nevertheless on the day of judgment all evils
and sins will be out in the open. Just as the enormous sins of those who are condemned are made
evident, and placed on the scale with the parchment, on the face of which the sins are pictured. O how
many hidden evils the dish reveals. Many men and women who now are believed to be good people,
who, when they are then seen, it will be said, "Who is he? and "Is not he the one so religious?" O for
the hypocrite traitor. Same for clergy, laity and women. But if the private parts of sins are covered here
with the tail of penance, then they will not be revealed to your confusion, nor to your shame.

And note here the example of the squire who confessed in a stable who covers his sins with confession,
you understand with the tail of penance. For thus he covers sin, so the devil will not remember. And it
is no wonder then if they are forgotten by the devil, because they are also forgotten by God. Authority:
"But if the wicked does penance for all his sins which he has committed, and keeps all my
commandments, and does judgment, and justice, living he shall live, and shall not die. | will not
remember all his iniquities that he has done," (Ez 18:21-22). So David says in Psalm 31: "Blessed are
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they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered," (Ps 31:1), namely, by the tail of
penance.

A goat, however, which shows all, stands for the notoriously shameless person, because everyone
knows his wicked life and sins, like wicked clergy, and other notorious cohabiters [concubinarii], nor do
they wish to cover it up with the tail of penitence; they are impenitent. Therefore we should do

penance. Now you see why the theme says, "He shall set the sheep on his right hand," (Mt 25:33).
Thanks be to God.
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